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PH of normal rain and acidic rain
The pH of normal rain is approximately 5.7, which is slightly acidic. This is because atmospheric carbon dioxide dissolves in the rainwater to form carbonic acid and consequently the carbonic acid reacts with water to form hydronium ions hence the slight acidity. On the other hand, acidic rain has a pH of 5.0 or below. Acid rain is formed when rain water combines with nitrogen oxides or sulfur dioxides produced as a result of human activities mostly from power plants and automobiles.
What causes of acidic rain
Acid rain is formed when nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxides are released to the air and transported to the upper atmosphere by air currents or wind. When these nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxides react with water and oxygen they form sulfuric and nitric acids which when they mix with rainwater produce acid rain. 
Why acid rain is harmful
Acid rain has adverse effects on plants and trees. Acid rain weakens plants and tress by removing the protective film on the leave and results to stunted growth. Acid rain that penetrates to the ground dissolves important minerals such as magnesium and calcium that are needed by the plants to be healthy. Aluminum released to soil by acid rain make it difficult for trees to absorb water from the surrounding. Trees found in high altitude such as mountainous areas area at a higher risk because they are exposed to greater amount of acid from clouds and fog. These affect their leaves and make them more susceptible to diseases and insect manifestation.
Acid rain also affects soil and water composition, making them unsuitable for native plants and animals. For instance, normal lakes have pH of 6.5 and above. Acid rain is causing the acidity levels of lakes to rise resulting to death of most aquatic animals such as fish. Most fish species cannot survive in waters where pH is below 5.
In addition, acid rain destroys limestone and marble structures, buildings and monuments. In the ocean, acid rain results to coral bleaching which in turn lead to death of organism that live and depend on the corals.
What is being done to combat this problem?	
In order to combat formation of acid rain, emission of nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxides from vehicles and power plants should be regulated. This is being achieved by minimizing the use of fossil fuels and adopting more sustainable energy source such s wind power and solar energy.
Moreover, public awareness on the effect of the gases being emitted to the atmosphere has played a major role. People are adopting other means of transport such walking, bike riding, carpooling etc. in order to reduce the amount of gases emitted to the atmosphere from vehicles






